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ABSTRACT: 

This research is aimed to critically analyse the Yugoslav-Soviet disputes, with a spe-
cific focus on the ideological question of Party reform as a central issue in their 
differing interpretations. The methodology employed involves a comparative ex-
amination of the principles of Yugoslav “democratic socialism” and Soviet “real so-
cialism” during the period of intense labour movement debates and the peak of Yu-
goslavia’s internal crisis, which led to the replacement of two reformist leaderships 
in 1971/1972. The study highlights the importance of the clashes between the Yu-
goslav aspiration for autonomous development and the Soviet hegemonic model, 
with the international context playing a crucial role in intensifying the debates. The 
findings underscore the significance of ideology in shaping political events and the 
trajectory of social development in both countries. Ultimately, this research pro-
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vides a deeper understanding of the final outcomes of the Yugoslav-Soviet disputes 
and sheds light on the evolution of the Yugoslav socialist system’s attempt to pres-
ent itself as a distinct “progressive” (non-Soviet) development model. The analysis 
demonstrates how the dynamics of ideological differences influenced the course of 
socialist development, reflecting the complexities of post-Stalinist transitions and 
the implications of these disputes for broader debates about socialist moderniza-
tion on the left.

KEY WORDS: 

Yugoslavia; Soviet Union; Stalinism; Josip Broz Tito; Democratic socialism.



MONTENEGRIN JOURNAL FOR SOCIAL SCIENCE • Volume 7. 2023. Issue 1. • 11

SAŽETAK: 

Sukob Jugoslavije sa Sovjetskim Savezom 1948, kao i jugoslovenska unutrašnja 
transformacija koja je sledila, otvorili su značajnu debatu unutar radničkog pokre-
ta o osnovnim pravcima razvitka socijalističke teorije i prakse. Sa jedne strane, 
jugoslovenski komunisti su u ogledanju sa sovjetskim („staljinističkim”) iskust-
vom, gradili početne temelje „demokratskog samoupravnog socijalizma”, dok su 
sovjetski teoretičari osporavali jugoslovenske ideološke novine, smatrajući ih „re-
vizionističkim”. Polemika je doživela vrhunac tokom 1960-ih godina, kada je Ju-
goslavija otpočela svobuhvatniji proces društvene i privredne reforme, a u Moskvi 
bilo započeto preispitivanje Hruščovljeve partijske linije „destaljinizacije”. Imajući 
u vidu istorijski značaj sukoba, rad se koncentriše na jedno od suštinskih prob-
lemskih pitanja jugoslovensko-sovjetske polemike – uloge komunističke partije u 
društvu, te da ispita na koji način su se kroz polemiku manifestovale karakteristike 
jugoslovenske liberalizacije, naročito u komparaciji sa ideološkim postavkama „re-
alnog socijalizma” u Sovjetskom Savezu.
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